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SEPTEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day (Thursday), the 8th of September, at twelve 
o'clock, noon, at the rooms of the Society, in Tremont 
Street. The meeting was called to order by Jared 
Sparks, LL.D., one of the Vice-Presidents, who occu- 
pied the chair. 

In the absence of the Librarian, the Recording Secre- 
tary announced donations from the First Congregational 
Church in SuiSeld, Conn. ; the Massachusetts Anti- 
slavery Society; the State of Tennessee; Rev. S. C. 
Jackson, D.D. ; B. P. Johnson, Esq. ; Rev. E. M. Stone ; 
Oliver Warner, Esq. ; Prof. A. S. Packard ; Hon. H. M. 
Phillips ; William Cothren, Esq. ; George B. Reed, 
Esq. ; James Lenox, Esq. ; and from Messrs. Aspin- 
wall, Deane, Quint, and Robbins, of the Society. 

A communication was received from a Committee of 
the New-England Historic-Genealogical Society, invit- 
ing the members of this Society to be present at the 
celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of the 
capture of Quebec ; on which occasion, an address is to 
be delivered by the Hon. Lorenzo Sabine. Whereupon 
the following vote, offered by Mr. Robbins, was unani- 
mously passed ; viz., — 

Voted, That the members of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society accept the invitation of the Committee 
of the New-England Historic-Genealogical Society to 
be present on the occasion of celebrating, by a public 



374 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Sept. 

discourse, the one hundredth anniversary of the capture 
of Quebec ; and take pleasure in manifesting thereby, 
through the courtesy of a kindred Society, their interest 
in the great historical event which it is intended to 
commemorate. 

Remarks were made by Mr. Hedge and Mr. Sparks 
on the effects upon this country of the capture of Que- 
bec, which were listened to with great attention. 

Hon. Theophilus Parsons and Thomas C. Amory, 
Esq., were elected Resident Members of the Society. 

Mr. RoBBiNS read the following note, accompanying 
and explaining a letter which he had been requested to 
communicate to the Society on behalf of Rev. Charles 
Lowell, D.D.: — 

Elmwood, Sept. 7, 1859. 
Bev. Chandler Robbins, D.D. 

My dear Sir, — I send you, as my contribution for to- 
morrow, a copy of a letter from a member of Congress to my 
father, who was, by marriage, his near relation and friend. 
It contains some interesting matter, which the Society may 
think it would be well to publish in their Collections, if it has 
not been already printed, as I suppose is the case. It is 
marked as private and confidential. The office alluded to 
is the judgeship of the Court of Appeals, to which my father 
had been appointed, and his acceptance of which had not 
been received. . . . 

Truly and affectionately your friend, 

Cha. Lowell. 

The following is a copy of the letter referred to : — 

Philadelphia, 14th March, 1783. 
Dr. Lowell, — For mercy's sake, where are your letters 
to Congress relative to your appointment ? They grow 
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uneasy at receiving no answer. I have told them that you 
would accept conditionally, and that you had wrote answers, 
which were to follow me by post. There will be no diffi- 
culty as to the conditions. They wish you to serve, and 
would accommodate as much as possible. But where are 
your letters ? I am afraid they have miscarried. A certain 
gentleman in Boston wrote to a member, that he believed 
you would not accept ; and recommended Mr. P.* as having 
stronger claims than any other person, and every necessary 
qualification. 

We have been, for days, reading the papers received from 
our ministers. They have given us journals of all the nego- 
tiations, and stated every interview with Oswald, Fitzher- 
bert, Grenville, Vergennes, Aranda, and Mynherr. Mr. Jay 
appears to great advantage. He entered into the reasons of 
all their movements ; had firmness to oppose them, and address 
enough to counteract and outmanoeuvre them. The French 
and Spaniards acted in concert. Spain supported France in 
their attempts to divide the fishery with Britain ; to fasten the 
Tories upon us by an article to compensate and restore their 
property ; to carry the British line as far back as Kennebec 
and as far south as to take in a great part of our back settle- 
ments : and Prance insisted upon our giving to Spain such 
bounds as would secure to them all the Illinois country, a 
great part of Georgia, a prodigious tract of fine country to the 
westward; and would have excluded us from all the inland 
water-carriage and the Mississippi. The instructions " to 
advise," <fec., greatly supported these claims, and embarrassed 
our ministers; but it seems that they gained all their impor- 
tant points, in spite of the arts and intrigues of France, the 
sullen chicanery of Spain, and the weakness, timidity, or 

, of C. They wisely departed from their instructions, 

and did not acquaint Vergennes with their doings till 

* The name is given in full in the original. 
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after the treaty was signed. Oswald appears to have 
acted with candor, and understood the true interest of his 
country. Vergennes went so far as to send a special message 
to England, when he found that Oswald had agreed to our 
propositions, in order to prepossess the minister against such 
terms; but Oswald sent over Mr. Vaughan after him, who 
prevented any impression being made against us, and con- 
vinced that it was their interest to accede to the treaty. 
Thus you see the danger you were in, and the game that has 
been played. Had our ministers adhered closely to their 
instructions, and consulted France on every point, we should 
have been ruined; but they wisely and with independence 
pursued the interest of their country. They did not even 
show the treaty to Vergennes till it was perfectly signed. 
But, it seems, peace is not yet certain ; and our treaty is not 
binding till the preliminaries between Prance and England 
are settled. France will probably delay an adjustment, and 
use every means to draw off Britain from the treaty with us, 
being exceedingly averse to the terms granted to us ; but 
Britain, conceiving it to be her interest to keep to that 
treaty, and persuaded as she is that we are both the intend- 
ed dupes of France, will not, I believe, easily be induced to 
wish any great alteration to be made. It is a great point 
to get a formal concession to us of such terms : indeed, I see 
not how they can be departed from. I consider the war in 
America as at an end ; every thing confirms me in the opinion. 
These things, however, are not for the public eye : a few only, 
of prudence and judgment, should be acquainted with them. 
There are who seem thoroughly disappointed in all this. 
Their countenances have fallen, and resentment at such inde- 
pendent conduct is seated on their brow. Hence I expect a 
disposition in some to give Adams liberty to come home, who 
has solicited it ; but I trust there will be too much firmness, 
and attention in Congress to the public interest, to grant it 
till the whole business is finished. His absence would proba- 
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bly endanger every thing. Jay would then be uncertain as to 
support, and perhaps may be overruled. I expect soon a bud- 
get from Monsieur on the business, exhibiting high charges 
against A. and J. This will discover the temper of Con- 
gress, and show us who and who are of a side. 

What shall we do for money ? How shall we acquire more 
strength and energy ? What settlement shall we make with 
the army ? These are difficult and important questions. 
They must be resolved ; but who can show us the path of 
duty and of safety ? We have been in pursuit of it ever 
since I have been here. Many have attempted the discovery, 
and have failed. I acknowledge, I am as yet unsettled as to 
them all. So many and such alarming difficulties present 
themselves on every side, that it is hard to say which road 
promises the greatest safety. However, we must decide : we 
cannot tarry. Come, then, thou genius of America, and be 
our guide ! 

I can't remember where you said your journals were. 
However, if I have good opportunity before I hear from you, 
I will send you my set, and take yours. 

The estates of fugitives had better remain as they are. The 
enclosed articles will suggest reasons. 

Do not let these things circulate too far ; nor should it, on 
my account, be known to many whence you get these things : 
it might, while here, do me an injury. I desired Parsons to 
show you a letter I wrote him. Caution him, also, against too 
free a communication of its contents. 

I wish you would call on Mrs. Gray once in a while, and 
advise her about her affairs. Her situation is truly pitiable. 
I do not yet feel enough at home to take a part in debates, 
without a hurry of spirits. I have attempted it two or three 
times, but felt agitated. 

Pray, give my love to all. 

Yours affectionately. 

48 
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Mr. Webb called the attention of the Society to the 
fact, that the publication of Niles's manuscript, " His- 
tory of the Indian and French Wars," which had been 
commenced in volume six of the Society's Collections, 
had never been completed. In a note at the close of 
the portion already printed, the Publishing Committee 
for the year 1837 gave the reader reason to expect that 
the remainder would appear in a future volume. Mr. 
Webb asked for some explanation of the omission, and 
hoped that it might be the pleasure of the Society to 
take some action, with the view of securing the pub- 
lication of the whole of a history so curious and 
valuable. 

After discussion, it was Voted, That the subject 
introduced by Mr. Webb be referred to the Standing 
Committee. 



OCTOBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, the 13th of October, at twelve o'clock, noon, 
at the rooms of the Society, Tremont Street, Boston ; 
Hon. David Sears, one of the Vice-Presidents, in the 
chair. 

In the absence of the Librarian, the Recording Se- 
cretary announced donations from the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanic Association ; Trustees of the 
Asylum for the Insane, N.H. ; Trustees of the New- 
York-State Library ; Chicago Historical Society ; Ame- 
rican Philosophical Society ; Harvard College ; Usher 



